
Summary 
God has given Christ’s Church the unprecedented opportunity to walk alongside offenders from 
the beginning of their incarceration through their transition and re-entry into society.  We serve as 
beacons of hope offering spiritual, emotional and practical assistance to help inmates break the cycle 
of incarceration, find Jesus and rebuild their lives. We believe in the power of redemption, second 
chances, the transformative potential of faith and we’re committed to walking this journey of restoration 
with those in need.

This unprecedented opportunity is happening with the full blessing of the Florida State Department  
of Corrections. 

Addressing Critical Needs
Within three years of being released, 1 in 4 men will return to prison; within five years, that statistic 
increases to 1 in 3. That is a sobering reality. The tensions and challenges of re-entering society are 
profound.  A recently released inmate leaves prison with nothing but a $50 Walmart gift card and a one-
way bus ticket.  Each inmate needs to discover three things while stepping into freedom if we wish to 
improve these statistics: 

•	 Who am I?
•	 Will I be accepted?
•	 What will I do?  

Unless these questions are addressed and the needs behind them are met, the fate of a former 
offender looking for a second chance is not hopeful. Christ’s Church has been there to help for  
more than seven years. The scope of our ministry begins behind bars and continues as former 
inmates reintegrate into society. 
 
Each week, our ministry serves in the following facilities:
•	 Florida State Prison
•	 Columbia Correctional Institution 
•	 Lake Butler Reception and Medical Center
•	 Baker County Re-entry Center (begins 11/5/23)

Each week our ministry accomplishes the following: 
•	 60+ volunteers serving in four prisons
•	 Sunday worship services
•	 Weekday small groups and discipleship classes
•	 1,300 prisoners enrolled as students in the Emmaus Bible Curriculum program
•	 Monthly meals and fellowship at Prisoners for Christ
•	 Partnering with Trinity Transition and Re-Entry Center 

•	 Wednesday men’s group at the center
•	 Providing transportation to Christ’s Church for Saturday morning men’s group 

 

CC PRISON MINISTRY:  
BAKER RE-ENTRY CENTER

1

These efforts resulted in 60 baptisms in 2022 and 53 baptisms so far in 2023.



The Ministry Continues to Expand 
Our church has been invited again, to expand our ministry reach by: 

•	 Planting a multi-site campus inside the Baker County Re-entry Correctional Facility

•	 Walking with released ex-offenders through the re-entry process and continued engagement to 
insure successful integration back into society.

•	 Establishing meaningful relationships with the Corrections Officers, Wardens and Chaplains in 
the prison system.

•	 Providing connections for employment opportunities by identifying second-chance employers 
and connecting them with willing inmates.

Our Church’s Prison Ministry is vital in promoting spiritual and personal growth, reducing recidivism 
and fostering a more compassionate and just society. It addresses a wide range of needs of 
incarcerated individuals while reinforcing the values of redemption.  Our ministry behind bars is one 
of only a few programs designed to restore and rehabilitate inmates prior to re-entry and plays a 
major role in reducing recidivism and keeping communities safer.

But ministry behind bars also addresses another critical void… 

•	 It helps us fulfill our Christian duty as stated in Matthew 25:36, Hebrews 13:3, Isaiah 61:1 
and Galatians 6:2, which emphasize Christ’s command to care for and minister to those who 
are incarcerated; showing love, compassion and support while affirming the principles of 
redemption, grace and mercy that are central to our faith. 

Implementation Phasing
PHASE ONE - 2023

Live worship and small groups launch 11/5/23

PHASE TWO - 2024

Discipleship Classes  
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